
 

AAUW Book Sale History 

2014 marks the 45
th
 anniversary of the Brevard AAUW book sale.  It started small – a 

handful of tables and books on the corner of Main and Broad streets in downtown Brevard.  A 

few AAUW members worked the sale and proceeds came to $150. While proceeds go up and 

down, the organization hit $25,000 for the first time with the 2004 book sale. 

The annual event has grown substantially since its card table start on a street corner and it 

now takes up the entire Boshamer Basketball Gymnasium at Brevard College. In 2013, the net 

receipts from the book sale were just over $25, 300 and roughly 100 AAUW members 

volunteered their time to help with the book sale. Last year, the organization estimates that over 

25,000 books were collected, most of them in the iconic yellow boxes put out at locations around 

Brevard. It is a community affair with many businesses and organizations volunteering space to 

have a yellow box at their location.  

 “The richest treasure of the book sale is that AAUW women just do it,” said Betty 

Runion, AAUW Brevard Branch Treasurer. “The community may not know what AAUW is, but 

they do know what the yellow boxes represent. We are proud that the money we receive mainly 

stays in the county and goes to scholarships.” 

Phyllis Stout, a former president of the branch who has been involved with the book sale 

since she joined the organization, said, “The book sale is what holds us together.” 

Proceeds initially funded scholarships and fellowships for national and international 

graduate students. AAUW Brevard Branch rapidly added scholarships for young women from 

Transylvania County to go Brevard College and Blue Ridge Community College.  Proceeds also 

fund scholarships for rising 5
th

 grade girls to attend camp at the Green River Preserve and for 

rising 9
th
 grade girls to attend the WISE (Women in Science and Engineering) at Clemson 

University. 

AAUW actually began the summer event in 1969 as a way for Brevard College students 

to get their used textbooks and other books to people who needed them as they left for the 

summer. The book sale spread its wings and became a community event the following year. 

“The community contributes the books, the community purchases the books and books 

that are left over are donated to community organizations that can use them,” said Grace M. Roy, 

a former AAUW president who joined AAUW in 1956 and has worked with the book sale from 

its beginnings until recently. 



Early on, “we collected books in the library at Brevard College. We sorted books at the 

library. It was mostly textbooks then. We borrowed tables and the head of maintenance hauled 

them down Main Street,” she said.  

“I don’t know what we did if it rained. Maybe it never rained,” said Beth Gash, a charter 

member of AAUW and one of those who worked on the first book sales. 

Of the money raised that first year, Mrs. Roy said, “We were as proud of that as we are of 

the $30,000 plus we gross now. We thought we had really arrived.” 

Mrs. Gash recalled a book sale when she was in charge: “We had one woman who was 

just grabbing books, any kind of books including a car maintenance manual. She was filling up 

boxes by grabbing randomly. We were panicking. Was she going to be able to pay?” Hurrying 

inside the drug store, Mrs. Gash asked Gene Morris, the pharmacist, if he knew the woman. He 

said she was fine. The woman did pay and later she said she “sort of flipped out. She wanted to 

start a library.” 

“I bought the first banner to put up over the street,” said Phyllis Stout, AAUW president 

in 1992-1993. “I was coming back from Virginia and a fabric shop with banner material was 

advertised along the highway.” She bought the material and a member painted it. When that 

wore out, a banner was bought from another AAUW chapter that had given up its book sale. 

Now, in addition to the AAUW book sale banner the city puts out across the street where the first 

book sale was held, there is a banner on the Brevard College Campus and street signs put out all 

over the county. 

During the early years of the book sale, books were stored in the homes of various 

AAUW members as well as at the Brevard College library.  For years, the sale location was on 

the corner of Main and Broad streets in front of what was then Morris Pharmacy and is now O.P. 

Taylor’s.  Over the years, the type of books that sell well has changed. Encyclopedia sets are no 

longer big sellers. Cookbooks always do well as does fiction and children’s books.  The book 

sale now also includes a section for high-quality “choice” and rare books. 

The first local scholarship of $140 was awarded in 1974 to a student attending Brevard 

College. AAUW then decided to halt the local scholarships to build up funds allowing larger 

scholarships. Two scholarships were presented in 1975 for $350 each to Brevard High School 

graduates attending Brevard College. 

“How did you know I needed a scholarship? If I hadn’t gotten this, I would have had to 

drop out,” one scholarship recipient said to Grace Roy. 

 

 



 

The book sale then moved to a site at Brevard Elementary School in 1978 and later spent 

the year 2000 at Pisgah Forest Elementary School. It then moved to Brevard College. By 1980, 

proceeds were up to more than $2,000 and reached nearly $4,000 by 1984. The approximately 

8,000 books sold in 1986 brought in $5,600. 

The book sale again moved in 2000 to Brevard College, where it continues to be held. 

 

Mary Ann Claud, who wrote the Cider From the Press column in the Transylvania Times, 

said in 1987 that a book dealer had told her that the AAUW book sale was “one of the best in the 

state.” 

By 1988, the books collected had surpassed the ability of AAUW members to store them 

in basements or garages. The organization obtained a mini-storage unit that year. Now, books are 

stored in three units at Pisgah Center Self Storage facility. 

Throughout the years, husbands of members as well as friends and other family members 

have helped set up the book sale, lugging boxes of books and tables where they were needed. 

College maintenance workers have volunteered as well as Schenck Job Corps students, Rotary 

Club members and Boy Scouts. Purcell Realty donates their moving van truck to transport books 

from the storage facility to the Boshamer Gym at Brevard College. In addition, members and 

their husbands also volunteer their trucks and SUVs to move other materials from storage to the 

sale.  

Another difference from the early years is that AAUW members work on the book sale 

all year long now. In the early years, they spent several months collecting, pricing and selling 

books and then were through with book sale duties until the following year. 

During the year as books come into the Pisgah Storage facility, AAUW members are 

responsible for separating the books into categories using the Dewey Decimal system used by 

libraries. After they are sorted, category workers price the books and pack them into boxes. 

These are transferred to storage areas.  

Before the tables and books arrive at the gym, volunteers lay down and tape rolls of 

heavy duty, protective covering over the gymnasium floor. On move-in day, they set up tables 

according to a plan based on the number of books packed for each category. They then go about 

the two and a half day process of unpacking the boxes of books and displaying them on the 

tables. Work doesn’t end there. Volunteers continue to man the book sale tables re-arranging 

books as they are sold, helping customers, ringing up purchases and helping folks load their 

purchased books into their cars. 



 

AAUW members do this for a number of reasons. Everyone supports and values 

education and members want to give young women in our county the opportunity they might not 

have had to further their education in college.  Members also believe in promoting STEM 

(science, technology, engineering and mathematics) field exposure to elementary and middle-

school girls. These fields represent the fastest growing job areas and jobs, which pay higher 

salaries.  But, in addition to valuing what the proceeds of the sale fund, members just love books 

and the thrill of life-long learning that books provide. 

 

Some of AAUW members’ favorite quotes supporting their love of books are: 

“There are many little ways to enlarge your child’s world. Love of books is the best of 

all.” Jacqueline Kennedy 

“Not all readers are leaders, but ALL leaders are readers.” Harry S. Truman 

“There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate’s loot on Treasure Island.” Walt 

Disney. 

“Once you learn to read, you will be forever free.” Frederick Douglas. 

“Books are uniquely portable magic.” Stephen King. 

“Outside of a dog, a book is a man’s best friend. Inside of a dog, it’s too dark to read!” 

Groucho Marx. 

 

 


